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Murrays Bay Intermediate Network Overview

Please feel free to print, save or email this document. It will be updated when any significant changes occur in the network.

· Murrays Bay Intermediate uses Windows XP as its most common operating platform and incorporates Windows Server 2003 as its delivery service to client computers.

· Each system user has their own unique login and password containing their own folders for document storage

· Each MBIS user has access to a long list of applications e.g. Microsoft Office Suite, Kahootz (3D animation software), Inspiration, Typing Tutor etc.

· All students have access to the Internet to utilize many web based resources such as Google, Google Earth, Mathletics, KnowledgeNET

· All students have personalized email addresses e.g. username@mbi.school.nz
· The school uses School Zone (Telecom) for its Internet services and combined with this we use SINA (School Internet Network Administrator) which allows us to control student Internet activity and ensure that inappropriate activities do not take place. An example of this would be if a student used profane language in an email SINA would not send the email to its intended recipient but it is forwarded to the ICT department supervisor

· Systematically Smart Boards are being installed in all classrooms – these are interactive white boards that interface with the computer system to enhance learning and provide a range of group learning opportunities for students

· Next to our Art Room is our recently built Design Studio which has 10 Mackintosh G5 computer running a range of applications including Adobe Premium Creative Suite V2 a high end graphics application

· The majority of computers are what is described as ‘thin clients’, these are small computer units which are connected to the server room via Ethernet cabling. All files are saved in a central repository in the server room

· Teachers and Administrators use mainly ‘full client’ computers which are also connected to the network

· SPARCS (Student Paraprofessional Computer Support) are a group of students selected to assist with the daily running of the network. These students form part of an extension and enrichment programme in the school. A roster controls when these students are on duty (approximately half a day per fortnight)

· MBI has a Learning Management System (LMS) which enables students to create their own on line web content for documents and links which can be used on any computer with an Internet connection

· MBI uses eMinerva as a Student Management System (SMS). This is web based and provides teachers and administrators with access to important contact information, student assessment and reporting. The data for this is held outside the school on secure servers

· Under development this year is School Links which will provide further communication links between home and school. Parents will need to register for this service free of charge

· Mathletics is an on line interactive mathematics tutor which enables students to practice a variety of mathematics operations collaboratively

· Students have access to a variety of printers for publication purposes. Students can also arrange to have documents to be printed in colour

· Students are encouraged to email documents between home and school and upload important documents to their KnowledgeNET pages

· Regular daily and weekly backups of documents and settings are done

· Staff are regularly involved in ICT (information and communication technology) training sessions

· The ICT Suite (Room 17) is available for use by students at lunchtime and casual use by students when released by teachers

· Each classroom contains at least 12 computers
M J Billington ICT Director


